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The George Wythe Lecture Series,
begun in 1976, is named in honor of the
occupant of the first Chair of Law at the
College of William & Mary and in the
United States. George Wythe was not
only the law teacher of distinguished
patriots – Jefferson and Marshall
among them – but also one of the most
distinguished lawyers, statesmen, and
judges of the late colonial and early
national periods.
The 2015-16
George Wythe Lecture
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Cristina Rodríguez is the Leighton Homer Surbeck
Professor of Law at Yale Law School. Her research
interests include constitutional law and theory;
immigration law and policy; administrative law and
process; language rights and policy; and citizenship
theory. In recent years, her work has focused on
constitutional structures and institutional design. She
has used immigration law and related areas as
vehicles through which to explore how the allocation
of power (through federalism and the separation of
powers) shapes the management and resolution of
legal and political conflict. Her work also has
involved examination of the effects of immigration
on society and culture, as well as the legal and
political strategies societies adopt to absorb
immigrant populations.
Rodríguez joined Yale Law School in 2013 after
serving for two years as Deputy Assistant Attorney
General in the Office of Legal Counsel at the U.S.
Department of Justice. She was on the faculty at the
New York University School of Law from 2004-
2012 and has been Visiting Professor of Law at
Stanford and Harvard Law Schools. She is a non-
resident fellow at the Migration Policy Institute in
Washington, D.C. and has been a member of the
Council on Foreign Relations. She earned her B.A.
and J.D. degrees from Yale and attended Oxford
University as a Rhodes Scholar, where she received
a Master of Letters in Modern History. Following
law school, Rodríguez clerked for Judge David S.
Tatel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C.
Circuit and Justice Sandra Day O’Connor of the
U.S. Supreme Court.
“Policymaking through
Enforcement--in Immigration Law
and Beyond.”
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